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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 

Article No.: 041 The church's theological and doctrinal position is changing significantly in the twenty-first 

century, becoming more and more in line with the dominant global order. The adoption of 

secular ideology, materialism, and a diluted message that puts comfort over conviction are 

all signs of this departure from the true gospel. Instead of emphasizing repentance, holiness, 

and the gospel's transformative power, many churches increasingly emphasize wealth, self-

help, and inspirational preaching. Biblical authority has diminished, moral standards have 

been redefined, and core Christian beliefs have been undermined as a result of this 

conformity with the global system. Worship sessions are now more about performance than 

spiritual nourishment due to the impact of entertainment, technology, and modern culture. 

Many church leaders compromise on biblical truths in their pursuit of relevance, sacrificing 

doctrinal purity in favor of inclusivity. The central message of redemption in Christ alone 

has been further reduced by social justice movements, political correctness, and relativism. 

This essay investigates the causes of this conformity, looking at how church doctrines and 

practices have been impacted by consumerism, digital media, and cultural changes. It draws 

attention to the perils of this sway and stresses the necessity of restoring biblical 

authenticity. The report urges the church to withstand the temptation to conform to the 

global system and advocates for a renewed dedication to biblical truth. The church can only 

continue to remain the body of Christ and be a lighthouse in a world that is becoming more 

and more secular by preserving the real message. 

. 

Accepted Date: 10/08/2025 

Published Date: 05/09/2025 

Type: Research 

 

 

 Keywords: 21st-century church, conformity, world system, drift, true gospel  

https://impactinternationaljournals.com/
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-3641-3948
mailto:nwankwoemmanuel25@yahoo.com
mailto:2000@gmail.com
mailto:ebubechukwusolo@gmail.com


                    © IIJP 2025 | Volume 1, Issue 3, pp. 279-288| ISSN: 2636-4484 

 IMPACT INTERNATIONAL JOURNALS AND PUBLICATIONS     280 

https://impactinternationaljournals.com 

Introduction 

Modern churches are organised, believe, and work differently. The early church valued 

holiness, spiritual discipline, and scriptural truth (Stylianopoulos, 2008). Many modern 

congregations are theologically flexible and culturally tolerant (Branson & Martinez, 2023). 

Technology, social media, and globalisation have altered religious practices (Turner & Nasir, 

2016). Access to the church has increased, but so has its vulnerability to outside influences 

(Koopman, 2008). Experience over theory, emotional connection over text, and openness over 

scripture are valued in modern churches (Stylianopoulos, 2008). This transformation has made the 

church more visible and accessible, but it has also generated questions about its spiritual existence.  

No doubt, modern society influences church theology and practice (Jackson & Courier, 2019). 

Many churches have adopted modern practices instead of biblical precepts (Williams, 2005). 

Because secular views are increasingly widespread in public discourse. Postmodernism, which 

promotes independence and personal truth (Kyrychenko et al., 2021), weakens the gospel by 

emphasising on wants rather than needs (Groothuis, 2009). Materialism and the prosperity gospel 

have shifted the focus from salvation and morals to money and self-care (Cornelio & Medina, 

2020). Worship has become more of an entertainment than a spiritual gathering to honour God 

(Van Opstal, 2015). Global influences blur the barrier between sacred and secular in church culture 

(Casanova, 2019). Many questions how successfully the church upholds its core beliefs (Mannion, 

2017). 

 The "True Gospel" is based on scriptural and historical teachings that highlight trust in 

Jesus Christ, repentance, and obedience to God (Dunn, 2024). The apostles and early church 

fathers defended the gospel from heresies and other influences. Christ's teaching remained pure. 

Doctrinal purity is stressed in Revelation 22:18–19, which forbids modifying God's word. Paul 

warned against church corruption and erroneous teachings in his letters (Galatians 1:6–9; 2 

Timothy 4:3–4). Self-help ideologies, motivating teachings, and universalist notions can eclipse 

the cross in modern Christianity, weakening Christ's unique effort to save us. This deviation from 

the real gospel threatens modern Christianity's spiritual health.  

In the 21st century, the church seems to be abandoning biblical principles for secular ones, 

which is concerning. In contrast to the culture, the early church preached repentance and sin. Most 

modern churches have watered down their message to attract more individuals. To be relevant in 

society, teachings have changed, compromising the truth. Previous sermons focused on holiness 

and sanctification now emphasise self-improvement and happiness. Because of this, many 

followers don't understand biblical truth, making their faith weaker and more susceptible to 

deception. This difference makes the church reflect society rather than change it. It becomes less 

effective as "salt of the earth" and "light of the world" (Matthew 5:13–16).  

Secularism, consumerism, and relativism have shaped current Christian teachings. Humanism and 

progressive theology have altered morality. This has increased acceptability of Bible-prohibited 

behaviours. The prosperity gospel, which relates faith to wealth rather than spiritual growth, 

promotes materialism and an unhealthy reliance on money. Relativism, which denies objective 

truth, has made religion more accommodating, weakening the Bible and compromising theology. 

These pressures have damaged the church's teachings and demotivated believers to evangelise, 

disciple, and grow spiritually.  

As churches focus more on being culturally relevant than on being true to their principles, 

more people worry about their beliefs and spirituality fading. Many classic Christian teachings, 

such as Christ being the only path to salvation (John 14:6) and holiness (1 Peter 1:15–16), are 

being misinterpreted or neglected. Many followers are unsure and have weak faith that can't 
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commit because of this trend. The rise of numerous religious beliefs, ecumenical collaborations, 

and progressive Christianity has made it harder to distinguish biblical truth from secular ideology. 

The church could lose its prophetic voice and become like the world it is supposed to reform if 

this trend continues without rules. How can the 21st-century church stay committed to the gospel 

in a rapidly changing society? This study examines churches from various denominations, 

considering their geographical spread and theological and sectarian restrictions. The objectives or 

this research are as follows: To examine the factors influencing the church’s conformity to the 

world. To analyze the extent of deviation from biblical principles. To explore the perceptions of 

church leaders and members on the shift. To recommend measures to realign the church with the 

true gospel. The study is guided by the following research questions: (1) How has the 21st-century 

church conformed to the world system? (2) In what ways has this conformity led to a departure 

from the true gospel? (3) What are the theological and spiritual implications of this drift? (4) How 

do church leaders and members perceive this change? (5) What strategies can be employed to 

restore biblical authenticity in church practice? 

The True Gospel: A Biblical and Historical Perspective 

The Bible says that the real gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ's work on the cross to 

save people through faith alone, grace alone, and Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8–9). The life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as described in the Bible (1 Corinthians 15:1–4), are what the 

gospel is based on. It is the same for everyone and doesn't change throughout time or between 

cultures. The real gospel tells people to turn away from their sins, have faith, and live a life that is 

in line with God's righteousness (Mark 1:15). The biblical gospel is different from twisted 

interpretations that stress personal gain or salvation through works (Hatton, 2017). It talks about 

God's sovereignty, how sinful people are, how Christ paid for their sins, and how faith is needed 

for justification (Romans 3:23–26). Historically, following the true gospel has led to persecution 

since it often goes against worldly standards (Moore, 2021). Despite many theological and cultural 

obstacles, this teaching has always been at the heart of the Christian faith and has been upheld by 

loyal believers for millennia (Nehrbass, 2016).  

Believers in the early church followed the Bible closely, using Christ's teachings and the 

apostles' theology as a guide for how to live and worship (Acts 2:42). The church in Acts lived 

together, prayed, broke bread, and shared their resources to help each other (Acts 4:32–35). Early 

church leaders like Ignatius of Antioch and Polycarp of Smyrna stressed the importance of pure 

doctrine and spoke out against false teachings like Gnosticism (Youvan, 2024b). The Nicene Creed 

(AD 325) strengthened the main Christian beliefs to fight against erroneous teachings  (Cary, 

2023). The early church likewise had stringent moral and ethical standards (Wells & Quash, 2017). 

They didn't let pagan ideas in and stayed strong even when the Roman government persecuted 

them (Smith, 2018). Because of this commitment to biblical truth, Christianity spread even though 

it faced hostility. But as time went on, people started to stray from these rules, which led to ongoing 

reform initiatives to bring people back to the Bible. 

The Influence of the World System on the Church 

Secularism has had a big effect on church ideals, causing biblical authority and moral 

absolutes to slowly go away (Wilson, 2016). As secular ideas become more popular in society, 

many churches have changed their focus from spiritual growth to social relevance, often putting 

inclusivity ahead of doctrinal faithfulness. Secular humanism, which puts more value on human 

reason and freedom than on divine revelation, has made people less committed to the truth of the 

Bible (Koduah, 2020). This change shows up in churches using relativistic moral standards and 

changing biblical teachings to fit with modern societal norms. Many churches have given in on 
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matters like marriage, gender identity, and the exclusivity of Christ's redemption (John 14:6) 

because they feel they have to fit in with society. The church's prophetic voice has become weaker 

because it has become more like the world by following secular principles (Kgatle, 2018).  

Materialism and the prosperity gospel are very different from teachings that focus on Christ (Hee, 

2025). They say that getting rich and being successful are signs of God's favour (Packer, 2023). 

Televangelists and mega-church leaders have made this movement popular, but it misreads 

passages like Malachi 3:10 and 3 John 2 to promote the idea that believers have a right to be 

financially successful. Prosperity preachers don't talk about spiritual growth and holiness; instead, 

they talk about planting financial seeds to get material blessings. This doctrine is very different 

from what Jesus said about denying oneself, being happy, and the risks of having too much money 

(Matthew 6:19–21; 1 Timothy 6:9–10). In the past, the church's biggest spiritual revivals happened 

when people were being persecuted and had to make sacrifices, not when they were trying to get 

rich (Cymbala, 2018). The prosperity gospel has made people spiritually lazy by taking their 

attention away from God's kingdom and towards worldly things. 

The church's doctrinal integrity has been further eroded by the advent of liberal theology 

and moral relativism (Schindler, 2021). Liberal theology, which became popular in the 19th and 

20th centuries, challenges the idea that the Bible is without error and changes the meaning of basic 

beliefs to match modern ways of thinking. This approach, which was influenced by thinkers like 

Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768–1834) (Ballard, 2022), puts more weight on personal religious 

experience than on objective scriptural truth. Moral relativism, which comes from postmodern 

theory, says that morality is subjective (Nadeem & Rana, 2018). This has caused churches to make 

compromises on matters like marriage, sexual ethics, and the sanctity of life. Many churches now 

put cultural acceptance ahead of biblical authenticity because they don't believe in absolute truth. 

This has led to doctrinal misunderstanding. Because of this change, fewer people are going to 

church and the church has lost its spiritual power in society. 

Key Theological Concerns in the 21st-Century Church 

In modern Christianity, it is common to misinterpret Scripture and make doctrinal 

compromises. Rudolf Bultmann, a German theologian who lived from 1884 to 1976, came up with 

the idea of demythologization (Hege, 2017). He said that biblical stories should be stripped of 

supernatural components to make them easier for modern readers to understand (Kalalo et al., 

2021). Many theologians have changed the way they read the Bible because of his idea. Instead of 

taking its historical and theological assertions at face value, they now read it as an allegory. This 

method has made people less likely to believe in miracles, the resurrection of Christ, and God's 

intervention. Because of this, churches that follow these doctrines have adopted a watered-down 

gospel that puts intellectual acceptability ahead of faith-based conviction.  

Worship, entertainment, and the loss of spiritual depth have also become big problems. Neil 

Postman (1931–2003) wrote in his book Amusing Ourselves to Death that modern culture puts 

more value on pleasure than on real conversation (Sudnick, 2022). This idea is clear in churches 

where worship rituals are more about putting on a show than showing real respect for God. Instead 

of thorough biblical study and exegesis, there is a lot of focus on stage shows, concert-style music, 

and motivating speeches. This entertainment-based paradigm has caused people to have a shallow 

faith that isn't spiritually mature since they are taught to look for emotional highs instead of biblical 

truth. 

 Another thing to think about is the difference between social justice movements and 

biblical missions. Karl Marx (1818–1883), the founder of Marxism, pushed for class conflict and 

the redistribution of wealth (Cole, 2017). His ideas have had a big impact on many modern social 
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justice groups (Heinrich, 2019). The Bible says that we should be fair and kind (Micah 6:8), yet 

the church's principal job is still the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19–20). A lot of churches 

have stopped focusing on spreading the gospel and started focusing on activism, which sometimes 

goes against what the Bible says. It's necessary to talk about social issues, but putting social justice 

before of salvation can lead to a works-based theology that makes faith in Christ less important 

(Youvan, 2024a). 

The Role of Church Leadership in the Drift 

The way leaders lead has a big impact on how well people follow the rules at church. 

Authoritarian leadership puts control over discipleship, which stops spiritual growth, whereas 

permissive leadership can lead to theological laxity. Christ and the apostles show how to be a 

servant leader, be responsible, and teach well (Titus 1:9). Corporate church management puts 

growth metrics ahead of spiritual depth, which weakens orthodoxy.  

Theological education is important for understanding the Bible. Seminaries that teach from the 

Bible make leaders ready to confront false teachings. But liberal theology colleges make leaders 

who change orthodoxy. A generation of pastors is not ready to deal with modern problems with 

biblical understanding because they did not get enough rigorous theological training. 

Methodology 
This study uses phenomenology to examine believers' and church leaders' perceptions of 

the 21st-century church's world system conformity. This qualitative research approach allows 

participants' viewpoints, beliefs, and theological reflections on the perceived departure from the 

genuine gospel to be understood. The study uses this method to gather individual and group 

experiences connected to secularism, consumerism, and modern society ideals on Christian 

activities. The study targets different church leaders, theologians, and congregations who have 

witnessed or experienced church doctrine and practice changes. The selection criteria are: Pastors, 

bishops, and elders having theological and administrative experience. Bible and church history 

theologians. Congregants who witnessed church culture and teaching changes. 

Purposive sampling will ensure Protestant, Pentecostal, Evangelical, and Catholic church 

participation. This denominational diversity is necessary to understand how different Christian 

traditions react to church conformity and gospel divergence.  

Use different qualitative data gathering approaches to fully investigate the study question: 

Pastors, churchgoers, and theologians will be interviewed semi-structured to understand their 

personal and institutional opinions on the church's congruence with worldly norms. Group 

conversations among congregants and church officials will help clarify how present 

socioeconomic changes affect church teachings and practices. To identify secularisation or 

deviations from gospel doctrines, the study will examine sermons, church programs, theological 

works, and denominational statements.  

Data will be analysed using a thematic analysis to find church conformity and gospel 

deviance themes. Data analysis involves: Coding participant replies to identify themes, patterns, 

and contradictions. Division of findings into doctrinal shifts, cultural effects, and theological 

interpretations. Comparative analysis of Christian perspectives across denominations. 

Thematic Analysis 
Three themes emerge from interviews and group conversations with church leaders and 

members: entertainment-driven worship, prosperity-centered teachings, and moral relativism's 

degradation of doctrinal depth. Many participants noticed that modern services focus more on 

spectacle than spiritual progress. Leaders felt driven to alter sermons to societal trends to boost 

attendance, prioritising uplifting, motivational themes above biblical realities on sin and 
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repentance. This trend has left many attendees with a weak comprehension of basic concepts, 

rendering them more receptive to secular ideologies that denigrate scripture. Participants also 

noted that the prosperity gospel's emphasis on wealth and financial success has obscured biblical 

calls for sacrifice, contentment, and holiness, weakening Christians' spiritual resilience.  

Some churches resist societal pressures and stick to expository preaching, biblical morals, and 

intentional discipleship, according to the research. Instead of entertainment or cultural conformity, 

these congregations emphasise rigorous instruction, spiritual accountability, and prayer. Such 

churches are rare and typically criticised for being “out of touch” with current ideals. A clear 

contrast in contemporary Christianity is between churches that fit into secular culture and small 

ones that keep the faith. The investigation confirms the critical need for theological re-education, 

Spirit-led worship, and leadership accountability to oppose the weakened gospel and restore the 

church's transforming role in society. 

 

Key Theme Indicators Implication 

Entertainment-driven 

Worship 

Performance-focused services, 

emotionalism over doctrine 

Superficial faith, decline in 

spiritual maturity 

Prosperity-centered 

Teachings 

Emphasis on material success, 

sowing-seed doctrines 

Shifts focus from holiness to 

wealth accumulation 

Moral Relativism & 

Doctrinal Drift 

Redefinition of sin, cultural 

accommodation, diluted preaching 

Erosion of biblical authority, 

susceptibility to error 

 

Findings and Discussion 
The growing impact of modern society on church practices worries church officials and 

adherents. Many leaders admit the temptation to adapt to cultural shifts to stay relevant and gain 

members. This has led to entertainment-driven worship, prosperity gospel teachings, and self-

improvement themes instead of repentance, salvation, and sanctity. However, members have 

noticed a shift from deep religious lectures to motivational speech. Long-time believers complain 

that churches today emphasise emotions over spiritual growth, encouraging consumerism rather 

than discipleship. In some churches, the quest of huge numbers and financial success has 

overshadowed the mission of teaching the unadulterated Word of God, making church more about 

convenience than conviction.  

Several major areas show the church's departure from scripture. First, sermons have 

become more tolerant on Bible-prohibited themes due to sin reinterpretation and moral relativism. 

Another sign of compliance is the acceptance of secular ideology, particularly progressive social 

ideals that contradict scripture. Worship has become more performance-based, prioritising 

entertainment above reverence and spirit-led devotion. The prosperity gospel has given priority to 

temporal wealth and success over spiritual well-being. Many churches now prioritise social 

initiatives over soul-winning, which is useful but neglects the gospel of salvation through Christ. 

Lack of biblical literacy makes congregations more prone to deceit and doctrinal mistakes. 

 Theological and spiritual effects of gospel dilution on Christian faith and practice. After 

biblical principles are compromised, believers struggle to build a solid foundation in truth, leading 

to spiritual complacency and moral ambiguity. A weakened gospel promotes a culture of sin 

tolerance, lowering personal and corporate purity. Self-centred Christianity reduces sacrifice, 

service, and the Great Commission. Heresies that misrepresent God's character and plan for 

humanity result from biblical misinterpretation. Spiritually, a lack of effective teaching makes 
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Christians susceptible to false notions, stunting spiritual growth and weakening faith in times of 

adversity. Compromised churches fail to fulfil their divine calling as salt and light in the world. 

Despite these problems, some churches and ministries have kept biblical integrity and 

defied society. The churches value expository preaching, sound teaching, and discipleship. They 

stick to biblical morals despite cultural pressure. Such churches prioritise prayer, fasting, and the 

Holy Spirit over marketing to gain members. They prioritise soul-winning over church attendance 

in their evangelism and missions. They also teach apologetics to help believers defend their 

religion against secular ideas and misleading doctrines. 

Strategies for Restoring the True Gospel in Contemporary Christianity 
Church leaders and members must make a conscious effort to work together in order to 

restore the true gospel. First, good biblical preaching that puts the truth above popularity needs to 

be revived. In order to ensure that believers deepen their understanding of Scripture and cultivate 

a close relationship with Christ, churches must place a strong emphasis on discipleship. With a 

revived emphasis on prayer and spiritual practices, the Holy Spirit's role in directing and 

persuading believers must be restored. Additionally, churches have to foster an environment of 

respect and sincere commitment rather than commercialise worship. Christians might become 

better equipped to recognise and reject erroneous teachings by participating in biblical education 

and apologetics. In order to guarantee that the church stays true to its purpose of exalting God and 

sharing His Word without compromising, accountability between congregations and church 

leaders must be strengthened. 

Conclusion 
The literature study and research participant data show a persistent worry about the church's 

inclination towards secular influences. Modern contemporary trends have resulted in diluted 

teachings, entertainment-driven worship, and a concentration on monetary achievement rather than 

spiritual depth. Both clergy and laity members recognise the difficulties these trends present. These 

findings are corroborated by the literature, which emphasises trends of moral relativism, 

theological compromise, and weakened discipleship. These changes have resulted in a diminished 

Christian identity, making believers more susceptible to deceit and less able to carry out the Great 

Commission.  

Churches, leaders, and theologians must embrace workable solutions to these problems in 

order to restore the integrity of the Bible. To ensure that believers are prepared to handle the 

pressures of modern culture, church leaders should place a high priority on doctrinally sound 

teachings and expository preaching. To refute erroneous doctrines and give pastors and 

congregations a solid theological basis, theologians must practise thorough biblical scholarship. 

To further ensure that religion stays firmly grounded in Scripture rather than cultural trends, 

churches should cultivate a discipleship culture that prioritises spiritual maturity, accountability, 

and community involvement. 

Further theological and sociological research is required to comprehend the long-term 

effects of contemporary church activities on Christian faith, even if this study identifies important 

areas of concern. Future studies should examine how prosperity gospel beliefs affect people 

psychologically, how digital media affects church attendance, and how cultural changes impact 

theological viewpoints. Furthermore, research on how well church-based discipleship initiatives 

uphold biblical integrity will offer important new perspectives on long-term faith growth.  

In the twenty-first century, a church with a biblical foundation must issue a call to action. 

The truth of God's Word must be upheld by church leaders, theologians, and believers without 

wavering in the face of cultural concessions that weaken the gospel. In order for the church to 
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continue being the transformational body of Christ in the world, there must be a renewed 

dedication to prayer, discipleship, and evangelism. By putting biblical truths ahead of secular 

approval, the church can once again serve as a lighthouse that guides people to true salvation and 

faith. 

Recommendations 

 In line with the findings, the following were made: 

1. Churches should prioritise expository preaching and doctrinally complex teachings that provide 

believers with a solid theological foundation. In order to guarantee that they accurately interpret 

and instruct Scripture without compromise, pastors should engage in ongoing biblical education.  

2. It is imperative that churches establish and execute structured discipleship programs that 

promote spiritual development, accountability, and scriptural comprehension. In order to 

strengthen the faith of believers, mentorship programs, theological training, and small group Bible 

studies should be promoted. 

3. Worship should return to its fundamental purpose of honouring God, rather than entertaining 

congregants. Churches should prioritise Spirit-led worship experiences that foster genuine 

reverence, while simultaneously diminishing the significance of performance-driven music and 

spectacle.  

4. It is imperative that church leaders and theologians participate in research and discussions 

regarding theological implications of contemporary cultural trends. This will allow the church to 

confront contemporary challenges while maintaining its foundation in biblical truth. Believers will 

be able to maintain their faith in the face of changing societal norms by participating in apologetics 

and refuting false teachings. 
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